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Introduction

Who is this book for?

Vocabulary for IELTS helps you improve your vocabulary when preparing for the IELTS examination.
You can use the book to study on your own or as supplementary material for IELTS preparation
classes. It is suitable for learners at level 5.0 to 5.5 aiming for band score 6.0 or higher.

Summary

The Vocabulary for IELTS book and CD cover vocabulary items and skills which are relevant to all
four exam papers: Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking. In each unit, you work towards an
exam practice exercise which is modelled on the actual IELTS exam. Each unit contains activities
that help you develop, step-by-step, the vocabulary knowledge and skills to help you tackle the
exam. Exam tips throughout the book highlight essential vocabulary-related learning strategies
and exam techniques.

Content
uUnits

Each unit is divided into three parts.
Part 1: Vocabulary introduces vocabulary related to the topic or function of the unit. Definitions
for this vocabulary are presented using Collins COBUILD full-sentence definitions, and IELTS-

style example sentences show how the words are used in context. Parts of speech and the
different forms of the words are also listed.

Part 2: Practice exercises provide a structured set of exercises which help you develop the
skills to successfully apply vocabulary knowledge to the exam. Each unit focuses on developing
vocabulary and skills for a particular paper, and the practice exercises provide practice for the
particular paper.

Part 3: Exam practice provides exam practice exercises in a format that follows the actual exam
giving you the opportunity to familiarize yourself with the kinds of questions you will encounter in the
exam. This section focuses on a particular exam paper and is highlighted in grey for easy reference.

Exam tips

There are exam tips and strategies in each unit. These are in boxes for easy reference.

Audio script

All audio for the Listening and Speaking paper has been recorded on the CD using native
speakers of English. A full audio script is provided at the back of the book so that you can check
the language used in the listening and speaking exercises, if needed.

Answer key

A comprehensive answer key is provided for all sections of the book including model answers for
more open-ended writing and speaking tasks.

Collocations

At the back of the book, you can further develop your vocabulary by studying the list of the most
common collocations for the vocabulary presented in the units.



How to use this book

The book is divided into 20 units. Units 1-9 cover vocabulary for topics that frequently appear in
the exam, such as health and education. Units 11-19 cover words for general functions, such as
describing problems and solutions. Units 10 and 20 provide revision exercises. Unit 10 revises
the vocabulary and skills covered in Units 1-9, and Unit 20 revises the vocabulary and skills
covered in Units 11-19. All 20 units help you develop skills such as paraphrasing and working out
the meaning of unfamiliar words from context.

Each unit is self-contained so that you can study the units in any order. You can choose the unit
you want to study either by selecting the topic you want to study, or by selecting which exam
paper you want to practise. Only the units with practice on the Speaking and Listening papers
contain audio. The contents pages at the beginning of the book provide an overview of what is
in each unit so you can use this to choose which units you would like to study first. These pages
also give you information on which units contain audio.

You will probably find it helpful to begin each unit by reading the vocabulary items in part 1, then
working through the exercises in preparation for the exam practice exercise at the end. Try to do
the exam exercises within the time limit to give yourself realistic exam practice.

In order to learn a new word, it is usually necessary to revisit it several times. The revision units
help you to do this. However, it is also a good idea to avoid writing your answers in the book so
that you can do the exercises again at a later date.

It is also advisable to keep a vocabulary notebook. Knowing a word and how to use it involves
understanding many aspects of it. The more information you can record about the words you are
learning, the more useful it will be. Key definitions, part(s) of speech, common collocations and
example sentences are all very helpful. Don’t forget to use the Collocations section at the back of
the book to help with this.

Getting well-informed feedback on your writing and speaking exam practice exercises would also
be an advantage. However, if this is not possible it is still important to do the exercises in full.
Studying model answers can help you develop the ability to assess your own work. If possible,
record yourself when speaking, and listen carefully to your performance. Avoid memorising
model answers. Remember that in the actual exam, it is important to answer the question and
not just speak or write about the topic

As a final preparation before the exam, you could re-read the exam tips in the boxes. This will
remind you of the strategies for success in the exam.
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Unit 1

Exam practice: Listening exam Section 4

Listen to the lecture extract about birth order and personality and answer
questions 1-5 by choosing the correct letter A, B or C.

Exam tip: Listen for key adjectives and clues in the context for what they mean.

1 What does the speaker discuss in relation to personality?
A Family size
B The relationship between children and their parents

C People’s position in the family

2 What does the speaker imply about anxiety?

A It is a positive trait.
B It is a negative trait.

C It is experienced by younger siblings.

3 What do some researchers say about youngest children?
A They form relationships easily.
B They agree with the opinions of other people.

C They like it if people agree with them.

U Why are middle children considered to be rebellious?

A They don’t like to be told what to do.
B They don’t know how to be agreeable.

C They like to be different from others.

5 What does the speaker say about the quality of research on birth order?

A Most research has been done correctly.
B Most research has been done incorrectly.

C Most research has come to a clear conclusion.

People and relationships 9
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Unit 2

Exam practice: Reading - answering True/False/
Not given questions - completing sentences

QUESTIONS 1-4

Do the statements 1-4 below agree with the information given in the following text? Write:

TRUE if the text confirms the statement
FALSE if the text confirms the opposite of the statement
NOT GIVEN if it is impossible to know from the text

Tip: Look for synonyms for key terms.

Scientists from the UK and USA have recently reported that over the last 30 years the incidence
of Type 2 diabetes has more than doubled. They estimate that nearly 350 million adults
worldwide now have the disease. In every country studied, rates of diabetes had either remained
the same or increased. The rise has been particularly acute in the Pacific Islands with up to
thirty per cent of women in some areas suffering from the condition.

Type 2 diabetes is a chronic progressive condition which occurs when there is too much glucose
in the blood, either because the pancreas does not produce enough insulin or because cells have
become resistant to insulin. Complications resulting from diabetes include damage to kidneys,
blindness, heart disease and strokes.

The condition is associated with obesity; however, nearly three-quarters of the rise has been
attributed to longer lifespans and better diagnosis. Having a close relative with the disease is
also a risk factor.

Type 2 diabetes has also become a major burden on health care systems around the world.
Expenditure on treating the condition is projected to rise to over £30 billion annually within the
next three years. However, a recent study has shown that if the condition is diagnosed within

four years of onset, it can be reversed by following a low-calorie diet. Limiting food intake to

600 calories per day for eight weeks was shown to have a lasting effect on the majority of subjects
who took part in the trial. For many, Type 2 diabetes can be cured - and it need not cost the earth.

1 More than twice as many adults have Type 2 diabetes as did thirty years ago.
2 Nearly a third of people in the Pacific Islands have diabetes.
3 Type 2 diabetes is a long-term illness which can be caused by insufficient insulin production.

4 The increase in Type 2 diabetes is partly due to greater life expectancy.

QUESTIONS 5-7
Complete the sentences 5-7 using NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage above.

5 Treating diabetes places a significant on health care budgets.
6 Ifaperson with diabetes early, he or she can be cured.
7 Most people in the low-calorie diet study made a good recovery.

Health
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first send in trained nurses to evaluate the
needs of the individual situation. m The market
situation is difficult to evaluate. m [+ how] we
evaluate how well we do something

investigate (investigates, investigating,
investigated)

VERB If you investigate something, you
study or examine it carefully to find out

the truth about it. mResearch in Oxford is
now investigating a possible link between
endometriosis and the immune system.

m [+ how] Police are still investigating how the
accident happened.

Nouns associated with research:

evidence

UNCOUNTABLE NOUN Evidence is anything
that you see, experience, read, or are told that
causes you to believe that something is true

Practice exercises

Unit 3

or has really happened. m [+ of/for] a report
on the scientific evidence for global warming
m [+ that] There is a lot of evidence that stress
is partly responsible for disease. m [+ to-inf] To
date there is no evidence to support this theory.

hypothesis (hypotheses)

NOUN A hypothesis is an idea which is
suggested as a possible explanation for a
particular situation or condition, but which
has not yet been proved to be correct.
[FORMAL] = Work will now begin to test the
hypothesis in rats. mDifferent hypotheses have
been put forward to explain why these foods
are more likely to cause problems.

theory (theories)

NOUN A theory is a formal idea or set of
ideas that is intended to explain something.
m [+ of] Einstein formulated the Theory of
Relativity in 1905.

Exam tip: Words for academic subjects can have many different endings, but these are

common.
-ics: statistics -logy:

Learn to recognize these.

biology

-y: philosophy

Complete words 1-7 below with the ending -ics, -logy, or -y to form the names of
subjects. Then match them to the topics of study a-g.

arrhaen
astrnnnm
econom
gen
linguist
payrhn

sncin

N OO o wWwN e

a the human mind

b people of the past

C society

d money, industry and trade
e the Earth

f how language works

g stars and planets

Exam tip: Words for naming people by their occupations often end in -er.

Examples: teacher/farmer/miner

Words for naming people who study academic subjects for a living usually end in -ist.

Examples: biologist/physicist

Learn to recognize these.

Education
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Choose the correct words for academic subjects and the people who study them to
complete sentences 1-7.

1 An at the Royal Observatory has discovered a new moon in our solar system.

2 She wanted to understand why people feel, think, and behave in certain ways, so she
decided to do a degree in

3 is the study of language in general, not any particular language such as
French or Mandarin.

it The government’s predictions for economic growth and inflation were not endorsed by
leading

5 Students from the department of spent the weekend studying rock
formations off the coast of Scotland.

6 Graduates in often take jobs which involve analysing data and formulating
social policy.

7 were called in to investigate the Iron Age tools discovered on the building site.

j Exam tip: When writing in the IELTS exam you need to use not only the right words but
j also the right parts of speech, for example:

| Thompson and her colleagues analyse (verbl the samples using the antibody test.
j The main results of the analysis Inounl are summarized below.
i I have an analytical ladjectivelapproach to every survey.

j When you learn a new word, learn its associated parts of speech.

3 The words in the table are commonly linked to academic study. Use your dictionary to
complete the table.

verb noun adjective
claim X

definition X
evaluate

investigation

X evidence
hypothesis
theoretical
4 Choose the correct part of speech from the words in italics for sentences 1-6.

When giving a presentation, it is important to define/definition key terms.
An effective essay is not just descriptive but also evaluation/evaluative.

It is important to investigate/investigation the causes of inequality.

1

2

3

U It is now evidence/evident that stress contributes to disease.
5 Most scientific research begins with a hypothesize/hypothesis.
6

There is no theory/theoretical model to explain the impact of inflation on economic growth.

Vocabulary for IELTS



Unit 3

5 Choose words from the table in Exercise 3 to complete the sentences 1-5.

1 In academic discussions, it is important to arguments for their strengths
and weaknesses.

2 Itwould be difficult to design a scientific experiment to test the that multiple
time dimensions exist.

3 To date there is no to support this theory.

A After lengthy--------------mmnue- , they were still unable to identify the source of the leak.

5 There is no general agreement on a standard of the term ‘intelligence’.

Exam practice: Writing Task 2

Below is a student's answer to an IELTS Writing Task 2, in which candidates are required to write
a 250 word essay on a given topic. Complete the essay with words from the unit. There may be
more than one correct answer. Hint: make sure you choose the correct part of speech.

WRITING TASK 2

Write about the following topic:

Is there any value in studying academic subjects that are not ‘useful’in terms of generating
wealth for the country?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or
experience.

Write at least 250 words.

Many people these days (1) that a useful education is one that prepares graduates for
occupations that create wealth. However, when we (2) the usefulness of an academic
subject we should think carefully about how we (3) the term ‘useful’. In this essay, | argue

that many academic subjects that do not directly generate great wealth can still be very useful.

Some subjects can be useful because they create knowledge that can be applied in related fields.

[A] , for example, study the way language works. Their (5) can be used to
create more effective methods of language teaching. Improved international communication can
result in better trading relations, which can in turn generate wealth. (6) (7)

the lives of people in the past through their artifacts. Many of these will be displayed in museums,
which can attract tourists who generate income for hoteliers, restaurants and so on.

Many academic subjects can also be ‘useful’ in terms of contributing to people’s quality of

life. Some people pursue hobbies in fields such as (8) in order to have a better
understanding of the planet we live on. Others with an interest in stars and planets may become
amateur (9) Curiosity is an important human trait, and many academic subjects

allow people to satisfy this need.

In short, there is little (10) that simply educating people to be efficient workers
makes them happier or richer in the broader sense. Human curiosity and the unpredictable
nature of knowledge creation mean that a variety of academic disciplines should be valued.

Now complete the essay in your own words.

Education
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Adjectives to describe experiences:

dreary

ADJECTIVE If you describe something
as dreary, you mean that it is dull and
depressing. ma dreary little town in the
Midwest

intense

ADJECTIVE Intense is used to describe
something that is very great or extreme in
strength or degree. mHe was sweating from
the intense heat. mHis threats become more
intense, agitated, and frequent.

pivotal

ADJECTIVE A pivotal role, point, or figure in
something is one that is very important and

affects the success of that thing. m The Court

Practice exercises

of Appeal has a pivotal role in the English
legal system. m The elections may prove to be
pivotal in Colombia’s political history.
profound

ADJECTIVE You use profound to emphasize
that something is very great or intense.
mdiscoveries which had a profound effect on
many areas of medicine m The overwhelming
feeling isjust deep, profound shock and
anger. mAnna's patriotism was profound.

valuable

ADJECTIVE If you describe something or
someone as valuable, you mean that they
are very useful and helpful. mMany of our
teachers also have valuable academic links
with Heidelberg University. m The experience
was very valuable.

Listen to speakers 1-6 describing their adventures. Indicate which of the verbs a-g each
speaker uses by writing a letter in the spaces below:

a accompany
b reschedule
C venture

d encounter
e overcome
f seek

Speakerl
Speaker 2 .......
Speaker 3
Speaker L
Speaker 5
Speaker 6

Exam tip: You can improve your mark in the IELTS Speaking exam if you learn to

pronounce words correctly.

For multi-syllable words it is important to get the stress pattern right.

When you learn a new word, learn which syllable is pronounced most strongly.

Listen again to speakers 1-6 in Exercise 1. Underline the stressed syllable of each key

verb a-f. Practise saying the words out loud.

Adventure
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Unit 4

3 Choose words from the table of pairs in Exercise 2 to complete the sentences 1-8.
1 According to our we should be in Zanzibar by 8.30 Tuesday evening.
2 Many people travel to the tropics, -ing sun and adventure.
3 Their through Africa was one that they had been looking forward to for years.
4 If you travel without making reservations, you are likely to problems.
5 Our trip to the coast was rather as it was overcast and the beaches were dirty.
6 Retrieving my stolen passport was a moment - after that, everything went
smoothly.
After exploring the caves, we’re going to my cousin and his wife at the local bar.
8 Seeing the poverty in that part of the word was a very experience - it made

me sad and thoughtful.

Exam practice: Speaking Part 2

In Part 2 of the IELTS Speaking exam you have to speak for one to two minutes about a topic you
are given. You will receive a task card like the one below. You have one minute to prepare what to
say and to make a few written notes if you wish.

G For this practice exercise, listen to the model answer and write down seven target words from
o5 Unit 4 that the speaker uses.

Describe an adventure that you have had, either at home or abroad.
You should say:

what you did

why you did it

how you felt about it
and explain what you learned from the experience.

When you are ready, try the exercise yourself. Before you speak, note down four to eight key
words.

Tip: Make sure you have studied the definitions and sample sentences for your key
words carefully.

Adventure
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launch (launches, launching, launched)
VERB If a company launches a new product,
it makes it available to the public. m Crabtree
& Evelyn hasjust launched a newjam,
Worcesterberry Preserve. mMarks & Spencer
recently hired model Linda Evangelista to
launch its new range.

reinforce (reinforces, reinforcing, reinforced)
VERB If something reinforces a feeling,
situation, or process, it makes it stronger or
more intense. mA stronger European Parliament
would, they fear, only reinforce the power of the
larger countries. m This sense of privilege tends
to be reinforced by the outside world.

Practice exercises

Match the words a-h to pictures 1-8.

c diameter
d height

a angle

b circumference

Unit 5

secure (secures, securing, secured)

VERB If you secure something that you want
or need, you obtain it, often after a lot of
effort. [FORMAL] mFederal leaders continued
their efforts to secure a ceasefire. mGraham’s
achievements helped secure him the job.

suspend (suspends, suspending, suspended)
VERB If you suspend something, you delay
it or stop it from happening for a while or
until a decision is made about it. m The union
suspended strike action this week. m [+ until]
A U.N. official said aid programs will be
suspended until there's adequate protection
for relief convoys.

e length g9 Vvolume

f radius h width

Gadgets
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Unit 5

U Listen to sentences 1-5, which contain the verbs from exercise 3. Indicate the meaning of

the verb in bold by circling a or b.

1 In this sentence does adjust mean:

a change something to make it more effective? Or

b get used to something?
2 In this sentence does launch mean:

a send something into the air? Or

b make something available to the public?

3 In this sentence does reinforce mean:
a make something stronger? Or
b give evidence to support an idea?
4 In this sentence does secure mean:
a obtain? Or
b fasten?
5 In this sentence does suspend mean:
a stop or delay an activity? Or

b hang something?

Exam practice: Listening - labelling a diagram - classifying

You are going to hear three students talking about a project for a course in product design. They
have been instructed to create a device which will convey a ping-pong ball between two tables
positioned a metre apart. Listen and match the suggestions with the person who makes them by

writing the correct letter A, B or C next to questions 1-6.

Exam tip: Listen for collocations and context to recognize the meaning of key verbs.

A Lisa B Bill

project the ball into the air

hang a paper bridge between the tables

fasten the strips of paper together with clips
tie the bridge to the table

create a tube from the strips of paper

o o A WON R

make the structure stronger

C Omar

Gadgets
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techniques. m The school has won awards for
its pioneering work with the community. ma
pioneering Scottish surgeon and anatomist
named John Hunter

historic

ADJECTIVE Something that is historic

is important in history or is likely to be
important. m The opening of the Scottish
Parliament was a historic moment. ma fourth
historic election victory

rural
ADJECTIVE Rural means relating to country
areas as opposed to large towns. m These

Practice exercises

Unit 6

plants have a tendency to grow in the more
rural areas. mthe closure ofrural schools
sprawling

ADJECTIVE A place that is sprawling has
been built over a large area in an untidy or
uncontrolled way ma sprawling suburb on the
edge of a big city m The house was a sprawling
ranch-style building.

urban

ADJECTIVE Urban means belonging to,

or relating to, a town or city. mMost of the
population is an urban population. mMost urban
areas are close to a park. « urban planning

Exam tip: In the IELTS Reading exam you may have to answer questions about the

writer’s attitude.

Writers often convey their attitude by choosing words which have positive, negative or

neutral connotations, for example:

If a writer describes a solution as simple, they mean that it is obvious and
straightforward (positive connotation). If a writer describes a solution as simplistic, they
are criticizing it for being simpler than it should be (negative connotation).

Learn to recognize whether a word has a positive, negative or neutral connotation.

Sentences 1-5 contain pairs of words in italics which are similar in meaning. Underline
the word in italics which has the more positive connotation.

The shopping centre is normally crowded/bustling on a Saturday afternoon.

The roads are busy/congested during rush hour.

The city centre is surrounded by extensive/sprawling suburbs.

1
2
3 That housing scheme has won awards for its novel/pioneering design.
4
5

There are many old/historic buildings in the town centre.

Exam tip: In the IELTS Reading exam you may have to show that you can identify the
writer’s main ideas by matching headings to sections of text.

The headings capture the main ideas, and the sections contain detailed information
and examples. Superordinates (words that describe a group or category) can help you

match headings.

For example, in the word set: summer, season, winter, and spring, the word season is the
superordinate term because summer, winter and spring are examples of seasons.

Learn to recognize superordinate terms.

Cities
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Unit 6

Example: Paragraph A Answer: v
1 Paragraph B
2 Paragraph C
3 Paragraph D
4 Paragraph E

The lure of the urban village

A

Many people dream of leaving the city and moving to the countryside, but in fact we are an
overwhelmingly urban population. Over 80 per cent of UK residents now live in urban areas.
Globally, it’s much the same; according to the United Nations, by 2012, well over half of the
world’s population will be living in towns and cities.

B

Increasingly, people are living in towns, but what many really want is a piece of the countryside
within the town. Three years ago a survey of 1,000 homeowners in the UK found that many of
those who were planning to relocate wanted to live near gyms, shops and restaurants. Today,
according to a more recent report, the majority want a crime-free neighbourhood, a back garden,
and theatre or gallery within reach. The report concludes that Britons are becoming more
concerned about their quality of life and are willing to prioritize tranquillity over status and salary.

C

However, what the report does not say is that, for people without a high salary the chances of
buying the ideal house, or indeed any house at all in the city, are becoming increasingly slim.
According to recent figures, even if we take inflation into account, average urban house values
are four times higher than they were 70 years ago. A comparison of average house prices and
average incomes is even less favourable. Since 1940, home price rises have far exceeded rises in
average salaries.

D

For those who can, moving to the countryside is an option. In most developed countries, the roads,
power supply and communication facilities are adequate for their needs. Indeed, improvements in
telecommunications make telecommuting an increasingly attractive proposition.

E

Those forced to stay behind in urban life are increasingly yearning for neighbourhoods that are
village’ like in feel. Indeed those who market new homes are increasingly using such terms to
attract buyers. Interestingly, the idea of urban villages is not a new one. The term was coined

50 years ago, by the American sociologist Herbert Gans in his study of the Italian-American
communities of Boston. According to Gans, the communities he studied refashioned urban
space in an attempt to recreate the intimate feel of the Southern Italian villages they came from.
He argued that American cities as a whole could be seen as a patchwork of different villages

in which non-urban immigrants attempted to shape the city to resemble the places in the old
country that they had left behind. His findings may welt resonate with today’s native urbanites
yearning for village life.

Cities
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Unit?

the Israeli government. m [+ about] There has » evidence
been a lot of debate among scholars about UNCOUNTABLE NOUN Evidence is anything
this. that you see, experience, read, or are told

that causes you to believe that something is
true or has really happened. m[+ of/for] the
scientific evidence for global warming m [+ that]
There is a lot of evidence that stress is partly
responsible for disease.' [+ to-inf] To date
there is no evidence to support this theory.

« discussion (discussions)
NOUN If there is discussion about
something, people talk about it, often in
order to reach a decision. m [+ about] There
was a lot of discussion about the wording of
the report. mCouncil members are due to have

informal discussions later on today. * proof(proofs)

NOUN Proof is a fact, argument, or piece

» drawback (drawbacks) of evidence which shows that something
NOUN A drawback is an aspect of is definitely true or definitely exists.
something or someone that makes them m [+ of] You have to have proof of residence
less acceptable than they would otherwise in the state of Texas, such as a Texas ID card.
be. mHe felt the apartment's only drawback m Economists have been concerned with
was that it was too small. establishing proofs for their arguments.

Practice exercises

Exam tip: In the IELTS Writing exam you can demonstrate that you have a broad
vocabulary by avoiding unnecessary repetition.

Many words commonly used in academic arguments have synonyms.

Example: The minister justified his position on arms control. He defended his position
strongly when he gave evidence of the proliferation of nuclear weapons.

Learn to use synonyms when presenting your arguments.

Match each word 1-4 with its closest synonym a-d.

1 benefit a disadvantage
2 debate b discussion
3 drawback c evidence
4 proof d advantage
2 Find words in the text below which mean:
1 recommend publicly (verb) 4 explain in a general way (verb)
2 accept the existence or truth of (verb) 5 disapprove of (verb)

3 proven to be reasonable or necessary (adjective)

There has been considerable debate among politicians over whether the use of force to
protect human rights can ever be justified. Some advocate the use of arms as the only way
of sending a clear message to oppressive regimes. Others object to the use of force on
humanitarian grounds, arguing that it inevitably results in the loss of innocent lives. While
it is important to acknowledge that there are compelling arguments on both sides, | would

The art of persuasion



suggest that a range of responses should be considered when there is proof that human
rights are under threat. In this essay | will outline three such responses.

| Exam tip: In the IELTS Writing exam you should make sure that you use words correctly.
; Some of the words in this unit can be followed by:
i a preposition, for example: One of the benefits of the new phone is a larger screen.

I whether + clause, for example: / doubt whether the new policy on care for the elderly
j can succeed.

i that + clause, for example: We suggested that the working day should be reduced.
i a noun or noun phrase, for example: They cannot justify their actions.

j Learn to use words correctly by studying example sentences.

3 Match the beginning of each sentence 1-5 with the most appropriate ending a-e.
1 There has been some debate a tothe new motorway.
2 The advertisers acknowledged b over whether tuition fees should be increased
3 Campaigners have objected c of the current system is that it rewards
excessive risk-taking.
4 One of the drawbacks d whether the government's new policy on
alcohol will work.
5 Opposition politicians question e that they had misrepresented their product.
4 Report the statements 1-5 using the verbs a-e.
a acknowledge C object e imply
b dispute d question f assert

1 ‘We have some doubts about the new printer. Will it really be more reliable than
previous models?’

Consumers

2 ‘We are completely against the sale of national treasures abroad.’

Many people

3 ‘Yes, it is true that the National Health Service has improved the nation’s health.’

Most people

4 ‘We strongly believe that new approaches to tackling youth crime should be explored.’

Some politicians

5 ‘These figures are not correct.’

Experts

6 ‘In the past, students who have achieved a mark of 70% or higher in the midterm test
have always passed the course. Susan has achieved a mark of 75%, so...’

The teacher

Vocabulary for IELTS
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Exam practice: Writing - presenting an argument

For the IELTS Writing Task 2 you are required to write a 250-word essay on a given topic using
your own knowledge and experience.

First study the text from Practice Exercise 2 as an example of how you might start your essay.
Then read the dialogue below about freedom of speech. Use the words and expressions that you
have learned in this unit in your response to the essay question below.

Dialogue

Peter: Of course there have to be limits to free speech! Even in the most democratic countries
it is illegal to incite hatred - | mean to encourage people to harm others, minority
groups for example.

Felicity: | disagree. Free speech is essential. The ability to tolerate different points of view is the
hallmark of a civilized society.

Karen: |think you're both right to an extent. There may have to be some limits, but only in
extreme circumstance. Basically, | think you have to let people speak freely because if
you don’t they may take to the streets and express their views in some possibly more
destructive way - by rioting for example. Look at what happened in Eastern Europe in
the 1980s - and in the Middle East today.

Peter: Well, yes, | suppose you have a point there...

Karen: Also, if you Look at history, there are plenty of examples of people who have been
silenced for ideas that are now accepted as true.

Felicity: That’s right! Take Galileo, for example, who said that the earth revolves around the
sun. He was punished by the authorities for his views.

WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Is freedom of speech necessary in a free society?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or
experience.

Write at least 250 words.

<A model answer is provided in the Answer key on page 105.

The art of persuasion
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mExperts say a 'yes' vote is still the likely
outcome. m [+ that] If this is your first baby, its
far more likely thatyou'll get to the hospital
too early.

Nouns associated with climate:

current (currents)

1 NOUN A current is a steady and
continuous flowing movement of some of
the water in a river, lake, or sea. m [+ 0f]
The ocean currents of the tropical Pacific
travel from east to west. m The couple were
swept away by the strong current.

2 NOUN A current is a steady flowing
movement of air. m [+ of] a current of cool
air m The spores are very light and can be
wafted by the slightest air current.

drought (droughts)

NOUN A drought is a long period of time
during which no rain falls. mDrought and
famines have killed up to two million people
here.

flood (floods)

NOUN If there is a flood, a large amount of
water covers an area which is usually dry, for

Practice exercises

Unit 9

example when a river flows over its banks
or a pipe bursts. mMore than 70 people were
killed in the floods, caused when a dam burst.
mFloods hit Bihar state, killing 250 people.

glacier (glaciers)

NOUN A glacier is an extremely large mass
of ice which moves very slowly, often down
a mountain valley. mUniversity of Alaska
scientists report that the states glaciers

are melting faster than expected. m Twenty
thousand years ago, the last great ice age
buried the northern half of Europe under a
massive glacier.

hurricane (hurricanes)

NOUN A hurricane is an extremely violent
wind or storm. mIn September 1813, a major
hurricane destroyed US gunboats and ships
that were defending St Mary’s, Georgia, from
the British. mAround eight hurricanes are
predicted to strike America this year.

typhoon (typhoons)

NOUN A typhoon is a very violent tropical
storm. mlarge atmospheric disturbances such
as typhoons ma powerful typhoon that killed at
least 32 people

Complete each sentence 1-6 with an appropriate word.

1 This mountain range was formed by _ |

s millions of years ago.

s are common in the South Pacific at this time of year.

sfor many years.

ran into billions of pounds.

2 Tropical storms and _y

3 The Horn of Africa has been afflicted with severe g

A You need to be careful when swimming in these waters as there’s a very
strong r t.

5 The cost of repairing properties damaged by the _ |

6

approaching fast.

We’ve been advised to board up the windows and stay indoors as the _u r is

Read the questions 1-6 about the words in Exercise 1. Then listen to Track 16 to find

answers.

1 Isa hurricane more likely to cause a flood or a drought?

What is the difference between a hurricane and a typhoon?

2
3  Where might you find a glacier?
A

Where might you feel a current: in the air, in the water, in both air and water?

Global warming
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Unit 9

| 6 Listen to sentence pairs 1-4. Complete the table with the antonyms that you hear
! '
15 sentence a sentence b
1
2
3

fa Exam practice: Listening - completing notes
16

QUESTIONS 1-9

Complete the notes below.

Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.
Hint: listen for antonyms and words with negative prefixes.

Global warming today
In earlier studies:

e some 1 have been overstated but some 2 have been understated

Risk factors:

« 3 are expected to rise by 1m, not 2m

e Some 4 and ice sheets seem to be contracting, e.g. Arctic; others seem
5 , €.g. Antarctic

e Gulf Stream is 6 to vanish

Consequences:

e Tropical forests more vulnerable to 7
e Hurricanes and 8 are more severe

* Thawing permafrost is producing more methane
Conclusion:

e lItisirresponsible to do nothing about 9

Global warming
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row (rows)

NOUN A row of things or people is a number
of them arranged in a line. m [+ of] a row

of plants mSeveral men are pushing school
desks and chairs into neat rows.

segment (segments)

NOUN A segment of a circle is one of the
two parts into which it is divided when you
draw a straight line through it. mDivide the
circle into segments like an orange. m The pie
chart is divided into equal segments.

step (steps)

NOUN A step is one of a series of actions
that you take in order to achieve something.
m [+ towards] He greeted the agreement as

Practice exercises

Match expressions a-g with pictures 1-7.

a bar chart c flow chart

b diagram d line graph

Unit 11

the first step towards peace. m The next step is
to put the theory into practice.

Verbs meaning 'show':

depict (depicts, depicting, depicted)

If a graph or diagram depicts something, it is
shown there in the form of lines, shapes, or
figures. mReading from left to right, the first four
columns depict our transactions with customers.

represent (represents, representing,
represented)

VERB If a sign or symbol represents
something, it is accepted as meaning that
thing. mA black dotin the middle of the circle is
supposed to represent the source of the radiation.

e map g table

f pie chart

AL

ANm
¢ th =

|
N
a1

Words for describing graphs and figures
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5 The shows the percentage breakdown of company employees by salary. There
are five , each of which represents a salary range from £10,000 to £35,000.

6 The represents the number of international students enrolled at Australian
universities over a 30-year period. The vertical axis represents numbers of students in
units of a thousand. The axis lists the years between 1980 and 2010.

7 The gives data for accident and emergency hospital admissions. There are
five representing the five most common reasons for hospital admission and

seven rows giving figures for seven different city hospitals.

Exam tip: Certain standard words frequently appear in Writing Task 1 essays, for
example:
The graph shows... The number of... decreased.
Show that you have a broad vocabulary by using synonyms where possible, for example:
The number of hours worked decreased slightly between 1985 and 1990, levelled off,
then dipped again briefly in 1997.

Look again at passages 1-7 in exercise A Underline five words or expressions which are
used as synonyms for the word ‘shows’.

Exam practice: Writing Task 1

Writing Task 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.
The charts below show local government expenditure in 2000 and 2010.

Summarize the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make comparisons
where relevant.

Government Expenditure 2000 Government Expenditure 2010
2% 1% 1% 1% 1%

I/
H Education [3 Education
(D Healthcare HE Healthcare
W pensions ~ Pensions
m Defence m Defence
m Welfare m Welfare
m Interest on borrowing m Interest on borrowing
0 Transport O Transport
O Culture and leisure O Culture and leisure
O Other 0O Other

<~A model answer is provided in the Answer key on page 106.

Words for describing graphs and figures
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Exam tip: Similar words can have a positive, negative or neutral meaning, depending on
the context they are used in.

Example: the words intricate, complicated and complex can all be used to describe
something that has many parts. However:

Intricate usually has a more positive connotation and is often used to describe
decorative objects:

The fireplace was carved with intricate patterns.

Complicated usually has a more negative connotation and is often used to describe
situations that are difficult to understand or deal with:

The situation in Lebanon is very complicated.

Complex is generally more neutral in tone and is often used to describe things that are
challenging to understand:

These complex machines can perform a variety of tasks.

Learning to use words with positive, negative, and neutral connotations can help you
express your ideas and attitudes more effectively.

@] 2 Listen again to candidates 1-6 in Exercise 1 on Track 20. Indicate whether the verbs a-f in
20 Exercise 1 have a positive, negative or neutral connotation in that context by writing: +, - or
0 next to each verb.

3 The words below all refer to periods of time. Rewrite them in order beginning with the
shortest time period and ending with the longest.

century decade generation millennium year

Verbs 1-5 below can also refer to changes. Indicate whether they usually have a positive,

21 negative or neutral connotation by writing +, - or 0 in the spaces. Then listen to speakers
1-5 to check your answers. Listen again and write the time expression each speaker uses
which includes the words from exercise 3.

word connotation time expression

1 alter five centuries ago
2 diminish

3 refine

4 shift

5 transform

Use words from exercises 1-4 to talk about changes in your own country. Use words
with a positive connotation to talk about positive changes. Use words with a negative
connotation to talk about negative changes. Use neutral verbs for changes that you feel
are neither positive nor negative.
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Unit 13

Exam practice: Listening - completing a summary

Exam tip: When completing a summary in the IELTS Listening exam you should write
words that you hear in the gaps.

However, the words that you see around the gaps in the summary are likely to be
synonyms of the words that you hear.

Example: You see: Teachers often find it difficult to students' abilities.
You hear: Educators often find it challenging to assess students’ abilities.

When preparing to listen, underline key words in the summary and anticipate
synonyms.

P " QUESTIONS 1-5

27

Complete the summary below. Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for
each answer.

JOB STRESS VSJOB CHALLENGE

Many people experience job stress and describe the workplace as challenging. However, ‘stress’
and ‘challenge’ are not (1) terms. Job stress results when the requirements of a
job outstrip the workers capacities. Challenging work is (2) from stressful work
because a challenge encourages the individual to develop capabilities in a healthy way. Meeting
a challenge is (3) to the idea of stretching in order to reach for a goal. Two workers
could have very (4) experiences of identical jobs because no two people are

()

Words expressing similarity and difference
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generate (generates, generating, generated)
VERB To generate something means to cause
it to begin and develop. m The Employment
Minister said the reforms would generate new
jobs. mthe excitement generated by the changes
in Eastern Europe

induce (induces, inducing, induced)

VERB To induce a state or condition means
to cause it. mDoctors said surgery could
induce a heart attack. man economic crisis
induced by high oil prices

provoke (provokes, provoking, provoked)
VERB If something provokes a reaction, it
causes it. mHis election success has provoked
a shocked reaction. m The destruction of the
mosque has provoked anger throughout the
Muslim world.

result (results, resulting, resulted)

VERB If something results in a particular
situation or event, it causes that situation

Practice exercises

1

Unit U

or event to happen. m [+ in] Fifty per cent of
road accidents result in head injuries. m [+ in]
Continuous rain resulted in the land becoming
submerged.

stem (stems, stemming, stemmed)

VERB If a condition or problem stems from
something, it was caused originally by
that thing. m [+ from] Much of the instability
stems from the economic effects of the

war. m [+ from] Much of London's energy

and resilience stems from the fact that
London has always been a city that relied on
migrants.

trigger (triggers, triggering, triggered)
VERB If something triggers an event or
situation, it causes it to begin to happen

or exist. mthe incident which triggered

the outbreak of the First World War m The
current recession was triggered by a slump in
consumer spending.

Sentences 1-9 contain words or expressions in bold which indicate a cause and effect
relationship. For each sentence, underline the cause and put brackets around the effect.

1 One of the consequences of the growth of social networking is a reduction of

government control of information.

N

slowdown in investment.

o o> W

Critics fear that tax rises will have a number of undesirable repercussions including a

Better maternal health isjust one of the outcomes of the government’s reform of services.
The collapse of the bank set off a chain reaction of financial crises throughout the country.
The company’s insolvency stems from a series of poor decisions made five years ago.
His statements about corruption in the police provoked an immediate response.

Exam tip: You do not need to know all of the vocabulary in the IELTS Reading exam.

You can often work out the meaning of a word by looking at the context. If you do not
understand a word or expression, you can look for:

a asuperordinate term; for example if you don’t understand endives: Britons these days eat
endives, rocket, and sprouting broccoli, \@EUeSthat ageneration ago were unheard of.

b examples; for example if you don’t understand artefacts-. Artefacts such as tools
jewellery and contalners, can help us understand ancient civilizations whose history is

not recorded in writing.

c a synonym or definition; for example if you don’t understand drowsiness: This drug

can induce drowsiness, that is Cifficulty staying aneke.

d an antonym; for example if you don’t understand anxious: Some children can be

relaxedat home but anxious at school.

Words describing cause and effect
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Unit 14

Exam practice: Reading - answering multiple-choice questions

QUESTIONS 1-5
Look at the passage below. Choose the appropriate letters A-D to finish sentences 1-5.
1 The term ‘Four-legged Pharmaceutical’ in the title refers to
A pets that cause illness C pets that need medicine
B pets that improve health D pets that give medicine
2 Asthma is probably
A a health disorder C linked to higher rates of school attendance
B a sign of good health D linked to growing up with pets at home
3 A ‘risk-free’ relationship is one that
A petowners offer their pets C is not related to success or position
B youhaveto work hard to achieve D is linked to status but not success
4 You are less likely to suffer from asthma if
A youhave contact with dogs C you stay away from dogs
B youhave contact with cats D you stay away from cats
5 Adult pet owners
A do not experience benefits C experienced the same benefits as children

B experienced only limited benefits D also benefited from pet ownership

Four-legged Pharmaceutical

Recent research suggests that pet ownership has some surprising benefits for children. The study
of 256 children in three UK schools found that pets were linked to a 20% reduction in the number
of days children were off sick from school. According to Dr. June McNicholas, former lecturer and
world expert on human-animal interaction, owning a pet can have a positive influence on immune
system functioning. She found that children who grew up in households with pets had a lower risk
of developing allergies and asthma in later life.

Pets also make children happier. They are associated with improved psychological well-being,
which in turn impacts positively on physical health. Physically disabled children with pets, guide
dogs for example, were found to experience even greater health benefits. Pets offer psychological
support and a ‘risk free’ relationship, a relationship not determined by achievements or status.

The study did not find significant differences between owning a cat and owning a dog, though it
is possible that exposure to cats resulted in slightly better immune functioning. This confirms
the results of an earlier American study which found that cats were more effective than dogs in
reducing rates of asthma.

Other studies have shown that these health benefits are not limited to children. A ground-breaking
Australian study found that adults who own pets had lower blood pressure and cholesterol levels.
These results were confirmed by American researchers who found that the positive effect of pet
ownership on blood pressure were long-lasting. Access to pets can also reduce the severity of
depression among hospital patients and help ease the misery of bereavement.

Words describing cause and effect
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mAt school, he enjoyed football and boxing;
the latter remained a lifelong habit. m Without
hesitation they chose the latter.

prior

ADJECTIVE You use prior to indicate that
something has already happened, or must
happen, before another event takes place.
m Prior knowledge of the program is not
essential. mFor the prior year, they reported
net income of $1.1 million.

PHRASE If something happens prior to a
particular time or event, it happens before
that time or event. [FORMAL] mPrior to his
Japan trip, he went to New York. m This is the
preliminary investigation prior to the official
inquiry.

respectively

ADVERB Respectively means in the same
order as the items that you have just
mentioned. m Their sons, Ben and Jonathan,
were three and six respectively mObesity and
high blood pressure occurred in 16 per cent and
l4percent of Australian adults, respectively

subsequent

ADJECTIVE You use subsequent to describe
something that happened or existed after
the time or event that has just been referred
to. [FORMAL] mthe increase of population

in subsequentyears m Those concerns were
overshadowed by subsequent events.

Generalizing:

on balance
PHRASE You can say on balance to
indicate that you are stating an opinion

Practice exercises

Unit 15

after considering all the relevant facts or
arguments. mOn balance he agreed with
Christine.

overall

ADVERB You use overall to indicate that you
are talking about a situation in general or
about the whole of something. = The review
omitted some studies. Overall, however, the
evidence was persuasive. m The college has
few ways to assess the quality of education
overall.

Expressing consequence
and concluding:

hence

ADVERB You use hence to indicate that
the statement you are about to make

is a consequence of what you have just
said. [FORMAL] = The trade imbalance is
likely to rise again in 1990. Hence a new
set of policy actions will be required soon.
m European music happens to use a scale
of eight notes, hence the use of the term
octave.

thus

ADVERB You use thus to show that what
you are about to mention is the result or
consequence of something else that you
have just mentioned. [FORMAL] = Even

in a highly skilled workforce some people
will be more capable and thus better paid
than others. mwomen's access to the basic
means of production and thus to political
power

Match the beginning of each sentence 1-6 with the most appropriate ending a-f.

1 Employment opportunities for graduates a prior to the granting of planning

have declined;

2 He explained the terms‘biosphere’ and

‘ecosystem’; the former refers to the

atmosphere, water and land where life

occurs and

permission.

b moreover, the poorest ten per cent

should be given immediate assistance,

Signhposting expressions for writing
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Steps should be taken to raise the living ¢ whilst in most industrialised countries,
standards of all families living below the the majority of pupils study mathematics
poverty line; until the age of 18.

In the United Kingdom, only 15 per cent d thus women suffer disproportionately
of pupils pursue the subject beyond the when there are cuts in government
age of 16, expenditure.

There must be a thorough assessment e nevertheless, young people continue to
of the environmental impact of the new aspire to a university education.____
development

A higher proportion of women work in f the latter refers to the interaction

the public sector; between living things and their
environment.

For each sentence 1-6 above, write a letter a-e indicating whether a point has been:

a
b

o O

added
contrasted
sequenced (put in order)

expressed as a consequence

Exam tip: Learn how linking words are used - notice the grammar and punctuation of
the example sentences below.

The adverbs furthermore, moreover, nevertheless, thus and hence link two sentences or
clauses.

Nursing homes are very costly. Moreover, they often fail to provide adequate levels of care.
Grown-up children frequently settle in other cities; hence, the elderly often find
themselves without family nearby.

Use nevertheless, when you want to emphasize that the idea in the second sentence or
clause is contrary to what the reader would expect from the first.

He knew he had lost the race. Nevertheless, he pressed on until the finish line.
The conjunctions whereas and whilst are used to contrast information within a sentence.

Dogs like company, whereas most cats prefer to be on their own.

3 For each sentence 1-6, underline the word in italics that can be used to complete the
sentence.

1
2

He worked casually for several years prior/initial to receiving a proper job contract.

Many independent film makers achieve critical success; whilst/nevertheless they often
find it difficult to raise funds for future projects.

At first we decided that hence/on balance, starting a business would be a worthwhile
experience.

His subsequent/respectively book was not as good as his first.
The west of the county has a tropical climate, whereas/nevertheless the east is quite arid.

Ireland and Greece joined the European Union in 1973 and 1981 latter/respectively.

Vocabulary for IELTS
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to the new relationship on November 14th.
mA meeting is provisionally scheduled for
early next week.

» relatively
ADVERB Relatively means to a
certain degree, especially when
compared with other things of the same
kind. m The sums needed are relatively
small. mSuch an explanation makes
it relatively easy for a child to absorb
metaphysical information.

e supposedly

ADVERB Something that is supposedly true,

is said to be true by some people. mHe was
supposedly a tough man to work for. m They

Practice exercises

Unit 16

supposedly agreed to leave their homes and
property and never return.

surprisingly

ADVERB You use surprisingly to introduce
a piece of information that you think is
unexpected or unusual. mHe did surprisingly
well in the election last year. mSurprisingly, he
did as she asked.

undoubtedly

ADVERB If something is undoubtedly true,
it is certainly so. m Undoubtedly, political
and economic factors have played their part.
m These sort of statistics are undoubtedly
alarming. mlt is undoubtedly true that harder
times are on the way.

Underline the seven adverbs in the dialogue below.

I'm living in my aunt’s flat at the moment. I've provisionally arranged

to stay there until | complete my studies. It’s a relatively small flat,
approximately 70 square metres, and on the top floor of a four-storey

Ideally, I'd like a bigger flat, but it’ll do for now. |wouldn’t want to stay

there indefinitely as it’'s a long commute to my university.

Is the decoration or appearance of the place you live important to you?

Not particularly. As long as it’s clean and comfortable, I’'m happy.

When choosing things for your flat, is the appearance of an object more

Examiner: Tell me about the house or flat you live in.
Candidate:

building.
Examiner: How do you feel about living there?
Candidate:
Examiner:
Candidate:
Examiner:

important to you than how well it works?
Candidate:

Not necessarily. | prefer objects that are well designed, which to me,

means things that are both functional and attractive.

Match the adverbs and expressions 1-7 below with the adverbs you underlined in Exercise 1

especially

preferably

temporarily/for the time being
without a fixed time limit
always/definitely

roughly

N o o~ W N P

comparatively

Adverbs
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Exam practice: Speaking Part 1

Exam tip: Using attitude markers such as surprisingly, interestingly, and inevitably can
make your responses more interesting. However, if you overuse them or use them
inappropriately you will not sound natural.

Notice how proficient speakers use them and in what contexts.

Avoid using them in every sentence.

You are going to practise Part 1 of the IELTS Speaking exam: introduction and interview.

You will hear the examiner introduce herself, ask you to confirm your identity, and ask you
questions on a variety of topics.

This part of the exam takes 4-5 minutes.
As you do this practice exercise, pause the CD after each question so that you can answer.

You may want to record yourself, assess your performance, and try again.

Sample answers to the questions are in the Answer key on page 108.

Adverbs
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m Part of hisjob is to develop programs to
alleviate homelessness.

e approach (approaches, approaching,
approached)
VERB When you approach a task, problem,
or situation in a particular way, you deal
with it or think about it in that way. m The
Bank has approached the issue in a practical
way. mEmployers are interested in how you
approach problems.

« eradicate (eradicates, eradicating,
eradicated)
VERB To eradicate something means to get
rid of it completely. [FORMAL] m They are
already battling to eradicate illnesses such as
malaria and tetanus. m [+ in] Vaccination has
virtually eradicated anthrax in the developed
world. ma campaign that genuinely sought to
eradicate poverty

* intervene (intervenes, intervening,
intervened)
VERB If you intervene in a situation, you
become involved in it and try to change it.
m The situation calmed down when police
intervened. m [+ in] The Government is doing
nothing to intervene in the crisis.

Practice exercises

Match the words a-d with the situations 1-4.

a complication b crisis

Unit 17

react (reacts, reacting, reacted)

VERB When you react to something that
has happened to you, you behave in a
particular way because of it. m[+ to] They
reacted violently to the news. ¢ It's natural to
react with disbeliefifyour child is accused of
bullying.

repair (repairs, repairing, repaired)
VERB If you repair something that has
been damaged or is not working properly,
you mend it. mA woman drove her car to the
garage to have it repaired. m The roof will be
repaired to ensure the house is wind-proof.

resolve (resolves, resolving, resolved)
VERB To resolve a problem, argument,

or difficulty means to find a solution to it.
[FORMAL] = We must find a way to resolve
these problems before it's too late. m They
hoped the crisis could be resolved peacefully.

tackle (tackles, tackling, tackled)

VERB If you tackle a difficult problem or
task, you deal with it in a very determined
or efficient way. m The first reason to tackle
these problems is to save children's lives.
mthe governments latest scheme to tackle
crime.

dilemma d predicament

1 |Ican’t decide whether to go on holiday with my best friend or attend my aunt’s
wedding. Whatever | decide, someone’s going to be very disappointed

2 My house was set alight at the weekend and everything | own has been destroyed!

3 They’re very much in love, but he lives in San Francisco, and she lives in London. That

certainly makes things difficult

4 My passport’s expired and I've got to send it off to be renewed. But | need to present
my passport to the examiner in order to sit the test next week. What an impossible

situation!

Words for problems and solutions
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Unit 17

Underline and correct the nine words which have been misspelled in the paragraph below.

Culture shock can be defined as the difficulty people experience when ajusting to a

new culture that is significantly diffrent from their own. There are no fixed symptoms
associated with culture shock as each individual reacts to the experience in his or her
own way. However, the shock of moving to a foriegn country is often seen as consisting

of distinct phases. There is often an initial period of enthusiasm and positive feeling,
sometimes refered to as a ‘honeymoon phase’, followed by a period of growing frustration
and anxiety. Over time, the newcomer enters a third phase, a period of ajustment, during
which new coping skills are developed. Finally, there is a period of acceptence - the
individual can operate in the new enviroment with ease.

There is no set way of aproaching the problem of culture shock. Evidence suggests that
each person learns to cope with the transition in their own way. However, the unpleasant
symptoms associated with the more difficult phases can be aleviated by a few simple
measures: rest, good nutrition, and plenty of social contact.

Exam practice: Listening - short-answer questions

Exam tip: For any question which requires you to write an answer, follow the
instructions exactly.

If the instructions tell you to write no more than three words, you can write one, two
or three words.

If you have to write more than three words to answer the question, you have probably
chosen the wrong information.

QUESTIONS 1-5

Answer the questions below. Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for
each answer.

1
2

Kerry Wilson is a member of which team?

If students have a problem opening a bank account, what should they obtain from the
Language Centre?

Disputes with landlords can arise in relation to what type of problem?
If a student has a disagreement with a landlord, what can members of the welfare team do?

In case of a crisis, where can students find the emergency telephone number?

Words for problems and solutions

73



74




stance (stances)

NOUN Your stance on a particular matter is
your attitude to it. m [+ on] The Congress had
agreed to reconsider its stance on the armed
struggle. m They have maintained a consistently
neutral stance. m [+ towards] His stance
towards the story is quite similar to ours.

Adjectives for describing ideas:

ambiguous

ADJECTIVE If you describe something as
ambiguous, you mean that it is unclear or
confusing because it can be understood in
more than one way. m This agreement is very
ambiguous and open to various interpretations.
m The Foreign Secretarys remarks clarify an
ambiguous statement issued earlier this week.

biased

ADJECTIVE If someone is biased, they prefer
one group of people to another and behave
unfairly as a result. m [+ against] He seemed
a bit biased against women in my opinion.

m [+ towards] University funding was
tremendously biased towards scientists.
mexamples of inaccurate and biased reporting

compelling
ADJECTIVE A compelling argument or
reason is one that convinces you that

Practice exercises

Unit 18

something is true or that something should
be done." Forensic evidence makes a suicide
verdict the most compelling answer to the
mystery of his death. m The evidence was

so compelling that the government did not
have to force this change; it was willingly
accepted.

credible

ADJECTIVE Credible means able to be trusted
or believed. m [+ to] BaronessThatcher's

claims seem credible to many. mBut in order to
maintain a credible threat of intervention, we
have to maintain a credible alliance.

flawed

ADJECTIVE Something that is flawed has

a mark, fault, or mistake in it. mthe unique
beauty of a flawed object m These tests were
so seriously flawed as to render the results
meaningless. m The problem is the original

forecast was based on flawed assumptions.

valid

ADJECTIVE A valid argument, comment, or
idea is based on sensible reasoning. m Theyput
forward many valid reasons for not exporting.
mSome of these arguments are valid. m This

is a perfectly valid approach, but it has its
drawbacks.

Complete each sentence 1-8 with the most appropriate word a-h.

a concept C consensus

b conjecture d dogma

1 The religious
wider acceptance.

2 The government is reconsidering its

e framework g perspective

f ideology h stance

of the time prevented these innovative ideas from gaining

on welfare reform and now appears to

more or less in agreement with the main opposition party.

3 The development of international law is interesting when viewed from a historical

We dismissed his accusation of theft because it was based on

rather than fact.

The prime minister was criticized for basing his approach to economic problems on

political

Despite intense negotiation, the committee was unable to reach a

7 The time-space continuum is a difficult

8 Hofstede developed an interesting

rather than on a reasonable assessment of the situation.

to grasp unless you are a physicist.

for comparing cultures.

Words for talking about ideas
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Unit 18

Exam practice: Reading - completing a summary - matching
sentence endings

QUESTIONS 1-6

Complete the summary below with words from the reading passage underneath. Use NO MORE THAN
THREE WORDS for each answer.

Summary

For many years, (1) have tried to define the concept of humour but failed to reach

a (2) Although numerous (3)---------------------- of humour have been identified, three
main categories are commonly recognized: superiority, (4) Proponents of the
superiority model believe that people see humour in the (5) of others. However, this
interpretation is not always (6)----------------------

What is humour?

We all recognize it when we see it, but do we really know what it is? For over 2500 years,
philosophers and psychologists have tried to answer this question; however, there has been
little consensus to date over what, in essence, constitutes humour. Indeed, some scholars have
identified as many as 100 distinct theories of humour in the literature on the subject.

The standard analysis classifies theories of humour into three broad categories: superiority,
relief and incongruity. The superiority theory can be traced back to the ancient Greek
philosophers Aristotle and Plato, who maintained that we laugh at the misfortune or inferiority
of others: the ugly, the ill-educated, and the uncouth. According to this framework, our sense of
superiority brings about a feeling of joy or pleasure. Whilst this may explain some instances of
humour, it is clearly not valid in every case: we can often feel superior to something, an insect
for example, without finding the situation funny.

Relief theorists, on the other hand, propose a ‘tension-release’ model to the problem of
humour. Proponents of this approach see laughter as a release of nervous or pent-up energy.
The psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud, for example, noted that jokes often touch on taboo subjects
such as infidelity or death. He believed that laughter is a release of psychic energy that would
normally be used to suppress awareness of uncomfortable subjects. However, this theory too
has its flaws. Some critics have pointed out that the failure to distinguish between laughter

(a physical response] and humour (a concept relating to thought or feeling] has resulted in
unhelpful ambiguity.

This brings us to the third category: incongruity theories of humour. According to this framework,
humour occurs when there is a sudden resolution of a mismatch between expectation and reality.
Puns, jokes which play on the double meaning of words, are a good illustration of this view. For
example, ‘I needed a password eight characters long so | picked Snow White and the Seven
Dwarves’ plays on the dual meaning of the word ‘character’. In the first part of the sentence the
listener develops the expectation that ‘characters’ refers to letters of the alphabet. The humorous
twist occurs when the teller reveals that he has in fact chosen as his password characters
(fictional people] from a well-known animated film. While incongruity theories of humour are
generally seen as having the greatest credibility, they too have their critics. Experience tells

us that some incongruities - finding a shoe in your refrigerator, for example - may simply be
experienced as perplexing or uncomfortable.

What can one conclude from this? Perhaps only that whilst each of these approaches can explain
some instances of humour, no single one has captured every aspect of this most elusive quality.

Words for talking about ideas
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Unit 19

Exam practice: Writing Task 1

Using adjectives and adverbs of quantity and degree complete the report below.

The graph below shows the number of hours per day on average that children spent watching
television. The graph covers the period between 1950 and 2010.

Summarize the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make comparisons

where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Children's Television Viewing
Hours/day

A model answer is provided in the Answer key on page 110.
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5 Combine each pair of sentences 1-6 below using the word or expression in brackets.
Make any other necessary changes.

1 She knew she did not have the right qualifications. She applied for the job.

(nevertheless|

2 Geography is the study of the countries of the world. Geology is the study of the
structure and origin of the earth. (V\“EI’B%]

3 Over the last ten years, there has been a marked divergence in the salaries of
executives and the salaries of ordinary workers. Executive pay has increased by one
hundred and eighty-seven per cent, while average pay has increased by only twenty-

seven per cent, [the fomer/tie latter}

4 Shopkeepers should be penalized if they sell cigarettes to young people. The minimum
age at which young people can legally buy tobacco products should be increased to
eighteen. (Moreover}

5 In many countries, it is very difficult to train for a new career after the age of forty.
People need to think carefully before choosing an occupation, [l’HTE]

6 There was a dispute over land ownership. The two communities had lived harmoniously
for many years, I]J’IG]

f I 6 Listen to speakers 1-7 and indicate whether the statements below are True or False.

36
Speaker one is sure her uncle will retire at 65.

Speaker two completely agrees that nurses should be paid more.
Speaker three’s employers have decided to give her time off to study.
Speaker four suspects that Jim did not write the essay himself.
Speaker five doesn’t mind renting a flat.

Speaker six believes that there will be more traffic because of the new supermarket.

N oo o0~ WON e

Speaker seven isn’t sure that she’d like to stay in Japan.

O 7 Listen to this Speaking Part 2 based on the following task:

Describe a problem you have experienced during your work or studies.
You should say:

how the problem arose

what you did in response

what the outcome was

and explain what you learned from the experience.

When you are ready, try the task yourself. You can make some notes to help you if you wish.
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Unit 20

Listen to speakers 1-6 and complete the sentences below by writing one word in
each gap:

1

o o b W N

There is little evidence to support the that men and women
communicate differently.

Conspiracy theories explaining the company takeover lack

The argument in support of developing a new widget is a one.

The case against the chief executive is founded on not facts.

The arguments in favour of independence are

The minister’s position on deregulation is

For each sentence 1-6 choose which sentence, a or b, is the most similar in meaning.

1

There is ample evidence that regular exercise can reduce the severity of depression.
a Regular exercise has been proven to reduce the severity of depression.

b There is good reason for believing that regular exercise can reduce the severity
of depression.

The army crossed the border, ostensibly in pursuit of rebels.

a The army said that they were pursuing rebels, but this was probably not the real
reason they crossed the border.

b The army crossed the border, probably because they were pursuing rebels.
The cost of living is marginally higher than it was at the same time last year.

a Most things are bit more expensive now than they were this time last year,
b Most things are a lot more expensive now than they were this time last year.
The trade dispute between the two countries has reportedly been resolved,

a People say the two countries’ trade dispute has been resolved.

b We can be sure the two countries’ trade dispute has been resolved.

The bicycle tyres were recalled by the manufacturer because they were liable to burst
in certain circumstances.

a The manufacturer recalled the bicycle tyres because they had burst in certain
circumstances.

b The manufacturer recalled the bicycle tyres because they could burst in certain
circumstances.

Grandfather’s wish to live in his own home is undisputed; we’re just not sure whether
he can actually manage it.

a We doubt whether grandfather really can or wants to live at home,

b we know grandfather wants to live at home but we doubt whether he can.
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Unit 16 Adverbs

Track 28

1 Surprisingly, the prime minister has been elected for a second term.

2 Interestingly, more young people voted in this election than in the previous one.
3 Absolutely! I'd love to return to Africa some day.

4 Supposedly, travel broadens the mind.

5 Undoubtedly, cooking with natural ingredients is better for your health.

6 Inevitably, the cost of fuel will rise.

7 Presumably, fewer people will travel by car if petrol becomes too expensive.

Track 29

1 absolutely 2 necessarily 3 particularly 4 presumably 5 supposedly 6 surprisingly

Track 30

Tell me about the house or flat you live in.

How do you feel about living there?

Is the decoration or appearance of the place you live important to you?

When choosing things for your flat, is the appearance of an object more important to you than
how well it works?

Track 31
Hello. My name is Susan Davie. Can you tell me your full name, please?

Thanks. Can | please see your identification?... Thanks, that’s great. I’'m going to ask you some
questions about yourself now.

Tell me about your favourite film or television programme.
How do you think television has changed since you were a child?
Are there any types of programmes that you don't like to watch?

I'd like to ask you a few questions about transport. How do you normally travel to your work or
place of study?

How do people in your country normally travel?

How easy is it to get around in your country?

We’re now going to talk about places of interest in your country. What do you think is the most
interesting building or monument in your country?

Do you prefer historic building styles to modern architecture?

To what extent do people in your country value traditional architecture?
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Unit 20 Revision 2

Track 35

1 Government cuts to public spending triggered a second economic downturn.

2 Many environmentalists believe that the offshore oil industry has resulted in significant
damage to marine life.

3 Interestingly, the Second World War contributed to the expansion of female employment, in
particular, the increase in numbers of women doing jobs typically reserved for men.

4 A number of commentators have said that the recent public disorder stems from the high
rates of youth unemployment.

5 Some people even believe that your genes determine whether or not you succeed in life.

6 The return of wolves to southern regions of Europe has provoked fear and anger among many
farmers.

7 There is evidence that some skin conditions can result from excessive cleanliness.

Track 36

Speaker 1: My uncle turns 65 next year, at which point he’ll presumably retire.

Speaker 2: Do | think nurses should be better paid? Absolutely!

Speaker 3: My employers have provisionally agreed to give me time off to complete my
studies.

Speaker 4: Supposedly, Jim wrote the essay himself, but it looks to me like he had a bit of
help.

Speaker 5: Ideally, I'd like to buy a flat of my own, but unfortunately, it looks like I’'ll have to
rent for a few more years.

Speaker 6: Inevitably, the new supermarket is going to bring more cars into the area.

Speaker 7: I'd like to stay in Japan indefinitely, but I’'m not sure that’s going to be possible.
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Tracks 35-38

Track 37

| guess one of the most difficult dilemmas I've faced concerns a colleague Lydia, who also
happens to be a friend. I'd been given the task of organizing a series of social events for a group
of schoolchildren visiting from Germany and | thought it would be a great idea to work with Lydia,
so | persuaded my boss to assign her to me as an assistant. | have to say, it was a mistake from
the start. Lydia was so disorganized, kept forgetting what she was to do, lost track of what she’d
paid for and so on. | suppose, looking back she just didn’t have the experience or the skills for
the job. Don’t get me wrong, she was a great laugh and we're still friends, but | had to work
overtime to sort everything out. Looking back | can see that | didn’t really address the problem
directly. ljust covered up for her mistakes and made sure the programme ran smoothly. I didn’t
want my boss to intervene. | suppose | felt partly to blame because | hadn’t really thought
carefully about whether she was really suitable for the job. Anyway, that experience has taught
me that it’s safer to keep friendship and work matters separate.

Track 38

1 Idon’t really subscribe to the notion that men and women have fundamentally different styles
of communication. Where’s the evidence?

2 You really have to question the credibility of some of the conspiracy theories surrounding the
assassination.

3 Ididn’t think we should invest in developing a new widget, but he put forward a valid
argument and I’'m now prepared to go along with it.

A The accusation that the chief executive knew about the illegal activities of his employees is
based on pure conjecture.

5 The case for independence is now so compelling | can’t see an alternative course of action.

6 The minister’s stance of deregulation is bound to be biased - he’s got a considerable financial
interest in the industry.

Audio script
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Exam practice

Model answer

The graph shows the number of hours per day on
average that children spent watching television. The
graph covers the period between 1950 and 2010.

From 1950 to 1960, there was a modest rise in the
average number of hours children spent in front of the
television set. This was followed by a marked increase
from approximately one hour to four hours of viewing
per day among children between 1965 and 1985. Over
the next five years, there was a decrease. However this
trend proved negligible as the viewing figure then rose
again marginally. Between 2010 and 2011, there was
another modest decline in the hours children spent
watching television.

Overall, there has been a significant rise in television
viewing over the sixty-year period, though there is some
indication that this trend may be changing.

20 Revision 2

Practice exercises

1 1graph 2 vertical 3 horizontal

Model answer

Overall, the graph indicates that there were greater
fluctuations in gym membership among men than
among women. The number of male members
started the period at just over two thousand and
reached highs of four thousand in 1985 and five
thousand around 2005. The lowest rates were
between 1993 and 1997 and more recently in 2010
when the rate dipped as low as one thousand.

Female gym membership began lower at one thousand,
doubled by 1984, and then fluctuated between two and
three thousand for the remainder of the period. When
male rates were at their lowest, female rates were higher.
This was particularly true between 1993 and 1997 when
over three thousand women held gym membership.

In brief, there were marked differences in rates of male
and female gym memberships in the period covered.

Vocabulary for IELTS

2 1decline 2abandoning 3 evolved
4 four decades 5 hardly altered
6 a generation ago
3 1ldistinguish 2 identical
4 varies 5 conversely 6 diverse 7 comparable
4 1cause 2cause 3consequence 4 cause
5 consequence 6 consequence 7 cause
5 1 She knew she did not have the right qualifications;
nevertheless, she applied for the job.
2 Geography is the study of the countries of
the world, whereas, geology is the study of
the structure and origin of the earth.
3 Over the last ten years, there has been a
marked divergence in the salaries of executives
and the salaries of ordinary workers; the
former has increased by one hundred and
eighty-seven per cent, while the latter has
increased by only twenty-seven per cent.
4 Shopkeepers should be penalized if they
sell cigarettes to young people; moreover,
the minimum age at which young
people can legally buy tobacco products
should be increased to eighteen.
5 In many countries, it is very difficult to
train for a new career after the age of
forty; hence, people need to think carefully
before choosing an occupation.
6 Prior to the dispute over land ownership,
the two communities had lived
harmoniously for many years.

3 equivalent

6 1 False2 True 3 False4 True
S5False 6 True 7 False
8 1 notion2 credibility 3valid 4 conjecture

5 compelling 6 biased
91b 2a 3a 4a 5b 6b
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contract/transmit/spread an infection

prevent/combat/fight/treat/cure/
detect an infection

infection control/prevention

obesity
tackle/prevent/fight/reduce/cause obesity
the obesity epidemic/rate/problem
childhood/child/adult obesity
morbid/extreme/severe obesity

stroke

a suspected/minor/severe/fatal/mini stroke
a stroke victim/patient/unit
suffer/have/prevent a stroke

Verbs associated with treatment:
administer

administered by someone/something
administer something t0O someone
administer a dose/injection/vaccine/drug
administer medication/antibiotics/morphine
orally/intravenously administered

diagnose

someone is diagnosed with something
someone/something is diagnosed as something
diagnosed with cancer/diabetes/leukaemia
diagnosed with a disorder/disease/tumour
diagnosed as epileptic/diabetic

examine

a doctor/psychiatrist/specialist
examines someone

examine a patient

examine someone carefully

examined by someone

screen
screen for something

screen for a disease/abnormality/condition
screen for TB/diabetes/cancer

screen a patient/donor

routinely/properly screen

vaccinate

vaccinated against something

vaccinated against smallpox/measles/
flu/rabies

fully vaccinated

children/adults/animals are vaccinated

have someone vaccinated

Vocabulary for IELTS

Unit 3

Academic subjects:

archaeology

an archaeology student/professor/
lecturer/department

maritime/biblical/industrial/classical
archaeology

astronomy

an astronomy professor/enthusiast/
mission

planetary/optical/theoretical/modern
astronomy

economics

an economics professor/degree/department

Keynesian/classical/experimental/
free-market economics

development/market economics

geology
the geology of somewhere

the geology of the area/region/island/earth

linguistics
modern/historical/applied linguistics

psychology
educational/evolutionary psychology

clinical/cognitive psychology

sociology
the sociology of something
the sociology of religion/science

a sociology professor/lecturer/department/student

Academic activities:

analyse

analyse data/statistics/results/trends

analyse a sample

analyse something critically/
carefully/scientifically

claim
claim falsely/rightly/wrongly/repeatedly
a true/false claim

define

define something as/in terms of something
define a term/concept

a rule/law defines something
clearly/narrowly/broadly defined



evaluate

evaluate a situation/impact/risk
evaluate the effectiveness of something
evaluate the performance of someone
carefully evaluate something

investigate

investigate a link/case/incident/complaint/
allegation

thoroughly/fully/properly investigate

Nouns associated with research:
evidence

evidence of/for something
find/gather/collect evidence
present/produce evidence

evidence suggests/shows
clear/strong/conclusive evidence

hypothesis
test/support/confirm/propose a hypothesis
a null/testable/alternative hypothesis

theory

a theory of something

the theory of evolution/relativity

develop/propose/formulate/test/
prove/apply a theory

a scientific/an evolutionary theory

Unit U

Verbs associated with travel and
adventure:

accompany

accompanied by someone

accompanied by a bodyguard/adult/escort
accompany a text/illustration/article

delay
delay the onset/start of something

encounter
encounter resistance/opposition
encounter a difficulty/problem

overcome
overcome a problem/difficulty/
injury/deficit/obstacle

seek
seek something from someone
be sought for something

Units 3-4

seek help/advice/refuge/treatment

seek approval/permission/compensation

actively/eagerly/urgently/desperately/
unsuccessfully seek

Nouns associated with travel

and adventure:

challenge
present/pose/accept/face/meet a challenge
a serious/real/major/great challenge

a legal challenge

destination

a tourist/holiday/travel/popular/
favourite destination

a final/ultimate destination

route

a route to/from somewhere

take/follow/choose/travel a route

a main/direct/circuitous/alternative/
SCenic route

a trade/escape/supply/bus route

a route map/network

Adjectives to describe experiences:

intense

intense heat/pain/pressure/scrutiny/
fighting

intense debate/speculation/negotiations

intense competition/rivalry

pivotal

pivotal in something

a pivotal role/moment/figure/point/
position

potentially/absolutely pivotal

prove/become pivotal

profound

a profound sense of something

a profound change/impact/effect/
influence/implication

profound shock/sadness

valuable

extremely/less/very valuable

prove/become valuable

a valuable asset/lesson/resource/
experience

a valuable contribution/item

valuable property/information/advice

Collocations
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Unit 5

Nouns to describe dimensions:
angle
a 90-degree/45-degree/acute angle

circumference

the circumference of something
in circumference

measure the circumference

diameter
a diameter of x cm
x cm in diameter

height

a height of x

have/reach a height of x

of medium/normal/average height
the maximum/minimum height
the average height

length
the length of something

something stretches/extends the length of

something

have a length of x

measure/run/walk/travel the length of
something

the entire/full/whole/total/overall
length of something

radius

a radius of/around something
in/within a radius of something
a 50-mile/ten-mile/1km radius
a radius of x

the radius of a circle

volume

the volume of traffic/shares/data
export/sales/traffic volume

the average/total/estimated volume
the sheer/huge/high volume
increase/reduce volume

width

the width of something

an amount in width

a width of x feet/inches/metres/miles

adjust/vary/decrease/increase/extend
the width

Vocabulary for IELTS

the full/overall/approximate/
minimum/maximum width

Actions:

adjust

adjust to something

adjusted for something

adjust figures/rates

adjust something to reflect/fit something

seasonally/periodically/automatically/
manually adjusted

convey
convey a sense/impression of something

convey the meaning of something

convey something vividly/powerfully/accurately
convey information/emotion

convey a message

launch

launch a product/model/brand/book/magazine/car

the launch of something

a product/book launch

an official launch
announce/delay/postpone a launch

reinforce
reinforce a perception/view/impression/belief
mutually/powerfully/constantly/

further reinforce something
reinforce a notion/message/stereotype
powerfully/further reinforce something

secure
secure a victory/conviction/place/win/deal
secure the approval/support/backing of someone
secure funding/peace

suspend

suspend something until a time

immediately/temporarily/indefinitely
suspend something

suspended from a ceiling/rafter/hook

suspended by wire/rope

Unit 6

Nouns associated with human
geography

commuter

a commuter train/plane/bus

a commuter town/belt



congestion
traffic/road/airport congestion
cause/increase congestion
reduce/ease congestion
congestion charge/charging

resident

residents of/in somewhere

evacuate/warn/advise residents

residents say/fear/complain about/want/
report something

former/local/permanent/nearby/elderly
residents

immigrant

a skilled/illegal immigrant

a first-generation/second-generation
immigrant

deport/detain/smuggle immigrants

immigrants arrive/settle/flee

an immigrant population/community/
worker/visa

infrastructure

the infrastructure of something

have infrastructure in place

build/rebuild/improve/destroy infrastructure

existing/basic infrastructure

transport/rail/telecommunications/security
infrastructure

inhabitant
the inhabitants of somewhere
indigenous/native/original/local inhabitants

neighbourhood
a safe/good/bad/poor/quiet neighbourhood
a residential/run-down neighbourhood

Adjectives:

pioneering

pioneering work/surgery/research

a pioneering technique/concept/study

a pioneering surgeon/conservationist/geologist

historic

a historic agreement/decision/victory
a historic achievement/opportunity

a historic event/occasion/moment

rural
a rural area/community/population
a rural economy/development/road

Units 5-7

urban

urban sprawl/renewal/regeneration/
planning

an urban neighbburhood/environment

urban warfare/poverty/living

Unit 7

Reporting verbs:

advocate

advocated by someone

advocate reform/legislation/violence
openly/strongly/publicly advocate

acknowledge

acknowledge the existence/
importance of something

acknowledge the need for something

acknowledge difficulties

publicly/readily acknowledge

widely/universally acknowledged

dispute

dispute a claim/assertion/allegation
dispute figures/facts
hotly/vigorously/bitterly disputed

justify

justified by something

entirely/wholly/amply justified

morally/ethically/rationally/economically/
scientifically justified

justify a war/invasion/action/expense

object

object to something

object to the idea/notion/use
object strongly

question
question the validity/legality of something
question the wisdom/motives/integrity

of something/someone

suggest

evidence/research suggests

data/findings suggest something

a poll/study/report/study suggests
something

strongly/tentatively suggest

suggest otherwise

Collocations
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Nouns associated with persuasion:

benefit

the benefit of something
health/economic/financial/social benefit
reap the benefit of something

debate

a debate on/over/about/within something
a heated/lively/intense/ongoing debate
spark/provoke/trigger a debate

drawback

have drawbacks
outweigh/overcome drawbacks
the main/only drawback

a big/major drawback

proof

proof of something

proof of identity/residency

conclusive/definite/irrefutable/further/
concrete proof

need/provide/offer/furnish proof

People who persuade:

politician

a democratic/conservative/liberal/
opposition politician

a leading/senior/prominent/local/
corrupt politician

elect a politician

politicians promise/claim/decide things

Unit 8

Nouns for cultural interests:
current affairs
a current affairs programme

drama

be in a drama

watch a drama

a drama is set/filmed somewhere
a drama is based on something

a drama continues/begins/unfolds

opera
an opera about something
an opera singer/house

orchestra

a chamber/symphony orchestra
conduct an orchestra

an orchestra plays/performs something

Vocabulary for IELTS

poetry
write/compose/publish poetry
recite/read/quote poetry
love/lyric/war/epic poetry

a poetry book/anthology

Adjectives:

classical

classical music/ballet

classical tradition

classical architecture/mythology/civilization
the classical world

Verbs associated with involvement:
assemble

assemble in/at somewhere

assemble for something

assemble for a meeting/ceremony/occasion
a crowd/team assembles
delegates/guests/workers assemble

attend
attended by someone
attend a meeting/conference/summit/funeral
delegates/guests/representatives
attend something
sparsely/poorly/well attended
attend regularly/rarely

broadcast

broadcast Oon something

broadcast on television/radio

broadcast live

broadcast a message/programme/image
a broadcasting network

establish
establish a link/relationship
firmly/quickly establish something

observe

scientists/researchers observe something
observe behaviour

closely observe

organize

organize things by/into something

organize things by group/topic

organize things into units/sections/chapters

organize a meeting/conference/event/
demonstration

well/poorly/highly organized



participate

participate in something

participate in a discussion/activity/debate/process
participate equally/willingly/effectively

Unit?

Natural processes:

condense

condense into/out of something
condense into rain/liquid/droplets
vapour/moisture/steam/gas condenses
a cloud condenses

contract

the throat contracts

the muscles/ventricles contract
contract rhythmically/rapidly

expand

expanded by an amount

an expanding universe/economy/population
expand capacity/coverage/production
expand the scope/range of something
expand rapidly/dramatically

flow

flow into a place
water/blood flows

a current flows

flow freely

a steady/constant/free flow

Verbs associated with scientific study:
estimate

estimate something at x

estimate cost/value/revenue

an estimated percentage/amount

predict

predict an event/outcome

predict a fall/drop/decline/rise/recovery/upturn

a forecaster/economist/analyst predicts something

predict something accurately/confidently/
correctly

impossible/difficult/possible to predict

state

state a fact/reason/preference

state clearly/explicitly/categorically/
unequivocally

state repeatedly/incorrectly/publicly

Units 8-11

a letter/document/report/rule/
article states something

Adjectives:

accurate

reasonably/historically/scientifically/
factually accurate

accurate information/figures

an accurate description/measurement/
diagnosis/prediction

likely

likely to become/remain/continue/happen/cause
be/seem/look/appear/become likely
more/most/very/highly/increasingly likely
less/as/not/also/quite likely

a likely target/explanation/outcome/candidate

Nouns associated with climate:
current

a current of something

a current of air/electricity

a strong/ocean current

drought

a prolonged/severe/devastating drought
drought affects/hits/devastates somewhere
drought conditions

flood

a bad/devastating/flash flood
a flood hits/sweeps somewhere

glacier
an Antarctic/Alaskan glacier
a glacier melts/retreats/moves

hurricane

a devastating/deadly/major/powerful hurricane
withstand/predict a hurricane

a hurricane hits/destroys/damages something

typhoon

a powerful/deadly typhoon

Unit 11

Nouns for graphs and figures:

bar chart

a bar chart shows/illustrates/reflects something
a bar chart compares things

diagram
a diagram illustrates/shows something
draw a diagram

Collocations
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transform society
transform a country/business/area
transform the economy/landscape/country/world

Nouns for periods of time:
century
centuries of something

decade

the last/next decade
recent/past/previous decades

a decade later/earlier/ago
decades of something

decades of war/conflict/neglect

millennium
celebrate/approach/reach the millennium
a new/next/second/third millennium

Unit 13

Verbs for describing difference:
contrast

contrast a view/approach with something
contrast sharply/starkly

differ

differ from something

differ significantly/considerably/widely/
sharply/markedly

opinions/views differ

differentiate

differentiate between things
differentiate something from something
a differentiated product/brand

a differentiating factor

distinguish

distinguish between things

distinguish something from something
reliably/easily/clearly distinguish

vary

vary from something

vary from region to region/person to person
vary considerably/enormously/greatly/widely
opinions/prices/estimates/practices vary
varying degrees/sizes/lengths/amounts

Verbs for describing similarity:
compare
compare something with/to something

Units 12-14

resemble
closely/somewhat/strongly resemble something

Adjectives and adverbs for describing
difference:

contrary

contrary tO something

run/seem contrary to something

a contrary view/opinion/direction

contrary evidence/information

distinct
distinct from something
a distinct category/type/species/entity

diverse

ethnically/culturally diverse
geographically/linguistically diverse
diverse backgrounds

a diverse group/range/population/society

Adjectives for describing similarity:
alike

look/sound alike

dress/think alike

analogous

analogous to something

a manner/situation/process/position is analogous
somewhat/closely/roughly/directly analogous

equivalent

the equivalent of something

the equivalent of a pound/pint

a modern/modern-day equivalent

a cinematic/literary/musical/visual equivalent
the male/female equivalent

identical

identical to/with something

an identical copy/scoreftwin
identical wording/circumstances
functionally/genetically identical
look identical

Unit 14

Nouns:

chain reaction

a chain reaction of things

a chain reaction of events/damage/explosions
cause/set off/trigger/initiate a chain reaction
a chain reaction occurs

Collocations
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Unit 18

Nouns for ideas:

concept

the concept of freedom/democracy/justice

understand/introduce/explain a concept

a basic/original/abstract/simple/
key/underlying concept

a marketing/design concept

conjecture

a matter of/for conjecture
conjecture about something
fuel/spark/prompt conjecture
scientific/historical conjecture

consensus

the consensus amongst people

a consensus on/about something

reach/build/achieve a consensus

seek/establish a consensus

a scientific/cross-party/broad/general
consensus

dogma
accept/question/challenge dogma
ideological/religious/outdated dogma

framework

within a framework

a framework of/for something

agree/develop/establish/set a framework

a legal/regulatory/legislative/political
framework

a conceptual/theoretical framework

ideology
the ideology of something
embrace/reject an ideology
an ideology influences/motivates/
drives someone
a political/religious/secular/economic ideology

model

a model of something

a model of efficiency/consistency/excellence
introduce/adopt/follow a model

a model of evolution

propose a model

perspective
a perspective on something
the perspective of someone

Vocabulary for IELTS

from the perspective of someone/something
a historical/feminist/sociological perspective
a different/new/fresh perspective

stance

someone's stance towards/on something
adopt/maintain/take/assume a stance

a neutral/tough/aggressive/moral stance

Adjectives for describing ideas:

ambiguous

deliberately/somewhat/highly ambiguous

remain/seem ambiguous

an ambiguous relationship/position/
result/phrase/statement

ambiguous language/wording

biased

biased against someone/something

biased in favour of/ftowards someone/something
biased reporting/coverage/research/advice

a biased opinion/sample/referee/judge

heavily biased

compelling
a compelling argument/reason/testimony
compelling data/results/evidence

credible

credible to someone
appear/look/sound credible

a credible threat/claim/witness/theory
scarcely credible

flawed

a flawed premise/assumption

flawed logic/reasoning
fundamentally/seriously/fatally flawed

valid

a valid reason/point/argument/claim

a valid comment/question/comparison/
criticism

perfectly/equally/entirely valid

Unit 19

Adjectives describing quantity and
degree:

abundant

abundant wildlife/evidence/resources

an abundant supply/element



marked

a marked contrast/improvement/
increase/difference

clearly/most/more marked

negligible

a negligible impact/effect/contribution
a negligible amount/level/risk/cost
almost/essentially negligible

Adjectives describing degree of certainty:

definitive

a definitive answer/agreement/
statement/conclusion

definitive proof

tentative
a tentative step/agreement/settlement/deal
a tentative conclusion/thesis/theory

Adverbs describing quantity and degree:
marginally

marginally profitable/low/high
increase/rise/decline/improve marginally

units 18-1Y
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